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AW:

Issue:

28.The surest indicator of a great nation is represented not by the achievements of its
rulers, artists, or scientists, but by the general welfare of its people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with
the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or
might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

54.1n order to become well-rounded individuals, all college students should be
required to take courses in which they read poetry, novels, mythology, and other types
of imaginative literature.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with
the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In
developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which
adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how
these examples shape your position.

13.Universities should require every student to take a variety of courses outside the
student's field of study.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with
the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most
compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

As we acquire more knowledge, things do not become morecomprehensible, but more
complex and mysterious.

Writea response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree
withthe statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. Indeveloping
and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which thestatement might
or might not hold true and explain how these considerationsshape your position.

104.To be an effective leader, a public official must maintain the highest ethical and
moral standards.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with
the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most
compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

Issue: There islittle justification for society to make extraordinary efforts—especially
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at agreat cost in money and jobs—to save endangered animal or plant species.

Colleges and universities should require their students to spend at least one semester
studying in a foreign country.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with
the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In
developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which
adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how
these examples shape your position.

Critical judgment of work in any given field has little value unless it comes from
someone who is an expert in that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with
the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or
might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

Argument:
The following is a recommendation from the personnel director to the president of
Acme Publishing Company.

"Many other companies have recently stated that having their employees take the
Easy Read Speed-Reading Course has greatly improved productivity. One graduate of
the course was able to read a 500-page report in only two hours; another graduate rose
from an assistant manager to vice president of the company in under a year.
Obviously, the faster you can read, the more information you can absorb in a single
workday. Moreover, Easy Read would cost Acme only $500 per employee—a small
price to pay when you consider the benefits. Included in this fee is a three-week
seminar in Spruce City and a lifelong subscription to the Easy Read newsletter.
Clearly, to improve productivity, Acme should require all of our employees to take
the Easy Read course."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in
order to decide whether the advice and the argument on which it is based are
reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to
evaluate the advice.

The following appeared in a health newsletter.

"A ten-year nationwide study of the effectiveness of wearing a helmet while bicycling
indicates that ten years ago, approximately 35 percent of all bicyclists reported
wearing helmets, whereas today that number is nearly 80 percent. Another study,
however, suggests that during the same ten-year period, the number of bicycle-related
accidents has increased 200 percent. These results demonstrate that bicyclists feel
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safer because they are wearing helmets, and they take more risks as a result. Thus, to
reduce the number of serious injuries from bicycle accidents, the government should
concentrate more on educating people about bicycle safety and less on encouraging or
requiring bicyclists to wear helmets.”

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the
argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and
what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

"The following recommendation was made by the presidentand administrative staff of
Grove College, a private institution, to thecollege's governing committee.

"We recommend that Grove College preserve itscentury-old tradition of all-female
education rather than admit men into itsprograms. It is true that a majority of faculty
members voted in favor ofcoeducation, arguing that it would encourage more students
to apply to Grove.But 80 percent of the students responding to a survey conducted by
the studentgovernment wanted the school to remain all female, and over half of the
alumnaewho answered a separate survey also opposed coeducation. Keeping the
collegeall female will improve morale among students and convince alumnae to
keepsupporting the college financially."

The citizens of Forsythe have adopted more healthful lifestyles. Their responses to a
recent survey show that in their eating habits they conform more closely to
government nutritional recommendations than they did ten years ago. Furthermore,
there has been a fourfold increase in sales of food products containing kiran, a
substance that a scientific study has shown reduces cholesterol. This trend is also
evident in reduced sales of sulia, a food that few of the healthiest citizens regularly
eat.

The following appeared in a memo from the director of a large group of hospitals.

"In a laboratory study of liquid antibacterial hand soaps, a concentrated solution of
UltraClean produced a 40 percent greater reduction in the bacteria population than did
the liquid hand soaps currently used in our hospitals. During a subsequent test of
UltraClean at our hospital in Workby, that hospital reported significantly fewer cases
of patient infection than did any of the other hospitals in our group. Therefore, to
prevent serious patient infections, we should supply UltraClean at all hand-washing
stations throughout our hospital system."

The following appeared in an editorial in a business magazine.

"Although the sales of Whirlwind video games have declined over the past two years,
a recent survey of video-game players suggests that this sales trend is about to be
reversed. The survey asked video-game players what features they thought were most
important in a videogame. According to the survey, players prefer games that provide
lifelike graphics, which require the most up-to-date computers. Whirlwind has just
introduced several such games with an extensive advertising campaign directed at
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people ten to twenty-five years old, the age-group most likely to play videogames. It
follows, then, that the sales of Whirlwind video games are likely to increase
dramatically in the next few months."

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the
argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and
what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

The following appeared in a memo from the vice president of marketing at
Dura-Socks, Inc.

"A recent study of Dura-Socks customers suggests that our company is wasting the
money it spends on its patented Endure manufacturing process, which ensures that our
socks are strong enough to last for two years. We have always advertised our use of
the Endure process, but the new study shows that despite the socks' durability, our
customers, on average, actually purchase new Dura-Socks every three months.
Furthermore, customers surveyed in our largest market—northeastern United States
cities—say that they most value Dura-Socks' stylish appearance and availability in
many colors. These findings suggest that we can increase our profits by discontinuing
use of the Endure manufacturing process."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in
order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based

are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to
evaluate the recommendation.

The following appeared in a memo to the board of directors of Bargain Brand Cereals.

"One year ago we introduced our first product, Bargain Brand breakfast cereal. Our
very low prices quickly drew many customers away from the top-selling cereal
companies. Although the companies producing the top brands have since tried to
compete with us by lowering their prices and although several plan to introduce their
own budget brands, not once have we needed to raise our prices to continue making a
profit. Given our success in selling cereal, we recommend that Bargain Brand now
expand its business and begin marketing other low-priced food products as quickly as
possible.”

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in
order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based

are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to
evaluate the recommendation.
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