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Issue :

1. Competition for high grades seriously limits the quality of learning at all levels of
education.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with
the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or
might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

2. The effectiveness of a country's leaders is best measured by examining the
well-being of that country's citizens.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with
the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most
compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

Argument :

The following appeared on the Mozart School of Music Web site.

"The Mozart School of Music should be the first choice for parents considering
enrolling their child in music lessons. First of all, the Mozart School welcomes
youngsters at all ability and age levels; there is no audition to attend the school.
Second, the school offers instruction in nearly all musical instruments as well a wide
range of styles and genres from classical to rock. Third, the faculty includes some of
the most distinguished musicians in the area. Finally, many Mozart graduates have
gone on to become well-known and highly paid professional musicians."

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the
argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and
what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

The following appeared in a memo from the business manager of a chain of cheese
stores located throughout the United States.
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"For many years all the stores in our chain have stocked a wide variety of both
domestic and imported cheeses. Last year, however, all of the five best-selling
cheeses at our newest store were domestic cheddar cheeses from Wisconsin.
Furthermore, a recent survey by Cheeses of the World magazine indicates an
increasing preference for domestic cheeses among its subscribers. Since our company
can reduce expenses by limiting inventory, the best way to improve profits in all of
our stores is to discontinue stocking many of our varieties of imported cheese and
concentrate primarily on domestic cheeses."

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the
argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and
what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.
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